be said that the accomplishments of the
women of Old Japan, be they martial or
pacific in character, were mainly intended
for the home; and, however far they might
roam, they never lost sight of the hearth as
the center. It was to maintain its honor
and integrity that they slaved, drudged and
gave up their lives. Night and day, in tones
at once firm and tender, brave and plaintive,
they'sang to their little nests. As daughter,
woman sacrificed herself for her father, as
wife for her husband, and as mother for her
son. Thus from earliest youth she was
taught to deny herself. Her life was not
one of independence, but of dependent
service. Man's helpmeet, if her presence is
helpful she stays -on the stage with him: if
it hinders his work, she retires behind the
curtain. Not infrequently does it happen
that a youth becomes enamored of a maiden
who returns his love with equal ardor, but,
when she realizes his interest in her makes
him forgetful of his duties, disfigures her
person that her attractions may cease.
Adzuma, the ideal wife in the minds of
samurai girls, finds herself loved by a man
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